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Manual Notice  2012-1

From: Gregg A. Freeby, P.E., Director, Bridge Division

Manual: Bridge Project Development Manual

Effective Date: December 12, 2012

Purpose

This manual provides guidance and outlines uniform procedures for administering and developing 
projects involving bridges. 

Contents

This version updates departmental organization information in Chapter 1. It revises the Highway 
Bridge Program selection process in Chapter 2; revises bicycle and pedestrian policy, as well as 
updating the design exception process in Chapter 3; updates policies on required condition surveys 
for bridge rehabilitations, asbestos abatement and state funded historic bridge projects in Chapter 4; 
revises bridge layout submission requirements in Chapter 5; and revises PS & E submissions to 
include the Bridge Cost Information screen requirements for DCIS in Chapter 6. This version also 
corrects other minor editorial errors throughout.

Contact

For more information about any portion of this manual, please contact the TxDOT Bridge Division.

Archives

Past manual notices are available in a pdf archive.

bpd_mns_archive.pdf


Manual Notice  2008-1 

From: William R. Cox, P.E., Director, Bridge Division

Manual: Bridge Project Development Manual

Effective Date: April 01, 2008

Purpose

This manual provides guidance and outlines uniform procedures for administering and developing 
projects involving bridges. 

Changes

This revision includes removing links to the TxDOT Bridge Design Manual and updating the man-
ual with references to the Load Resistance Factor Design method of bridge design as required by 
the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. It also corrects other 
minor editorial errors.

Contact

For more information about the contents of this manual, contact the TxDOT Bridge Division.

Archives

Past manual notices are available in a pdf archive.

bpd_mns_archive.pdf


Manual Notice 2007-1 

From: William R. Cox, P.E., Director, Bridge Division

Manual: Bridge Project Development Manual

Effective Date: July 01, 2007

Purpose

This manual provides guidance and outlines uniform procedures for administering and developing 
projects involving bridges. 

Changes

This revision includes updated departmental organization information in Chapter 1. In Chapter 3 it 
sets out the membership of the Roadway Design Exception Committee, the Bridge Design Excep-
tion Committee and a joint subcommittee, the Roadway/Bridge Design Exception Committee. It 
includes in Chapter 4 the mandate by the Federal Highway Administration that Load Resistance 
Factor Design be used on all bridges for which preliminary engineering is initiated after October 
2007. It corrects errors in the Chapter 5, Section 4 table on submission schedules and also corrects 
other minor editorial errors.

Contact

For more information about the contents of this manual, contact the TxDOT Bridge Division.

Archives

Past manual notices are available in a pdf archive.

bpd_mns_archive.pdf


Manual Notice 2006-2

To: Districts, Divisions, and Offices

From: William R. Cox, P.E., Director, Bridge Division

Subject: Manual Revision

Manual: Bridge Project Development Manual

Effective Date: July 01, 2006

Purpose

This manual provides guidance and outlines uniform procedures for administering and developing 
projects involving bridges. 

Changes

This revision corrects errors in the Chapter 5, Section 4 table on submission schedules and removes 
approach slabs from the Chapter 6, Section 2 table on the roadway items section of the estimate.

Supersedes

This revision supersedes the 2006-1 version of this manual.

Contact

For more information about the contents of this manual, contact the TxDOT Bridge Division.



Manual Notice 2006-1

To: Districts, Divisions, and Offices

From: William R. Cox, P.E., Director, Bridge Division

Subject: Manual Revision

Manual: Bridge Project Development Manual

Effective Date: March 01, 2006

Purpose

This manual provides guidance and outlines uniform procedures for administering and developing 
projects involving bridges. 

Changes

This revision updates the name of the federally funded Highway Bridge Program, adds information 
on load and resistance factor design (LRFD), updates a procedure for appraising an existing struc-
ture, and adds an index to the manual.

Supersedes

This revision supersedes the 2005-1 version of this manual.

Contact

For more information about the contents of this manual, contact the TxDOT Bridge Division.

Manual Notice Archives

Past manual notices are collected in a pdf archive.

http://txdot-manuals/docs/colbridg/forms/bpd_mns_archive.pdf


Manual Notice 2005-1 

To: Districts, Divisions and Offices 

From: William R. Cox, P.E., Director, Bridge Division 

Manual: Bridge Project Development Manual         

Effective Date: January 1, 2005 

Purpose 

This manual provides guidance and outlines uniform procedures for administering and 
developing projects involving bridges. This revision updates department organization 
information and corrects minor editorial errors. 

Instructions 

Revisions are distributed online only. This 2005-1 version supersedes the 2003-1 version. 

Contents 

The manual contains six chapters – Organizational Overview; Bridge Programming and 
Funding; Advanced Planning; Preliminary Design Features; Preliminary Layout Approval 
Process; and Plans, Specifications and Estimates (PS&E) Review.  

Contact 

For more information regarding any chapter or section in this manual, please contact the 
Project Development Section of the Bridge Division. 

 

 

 

 



Manual Notice 2003-1 

To: Districts, Divisions and Offices 

From: Mary Lou Ralls, P.E. 

Manual: Bridge Project Development Manual         

Effective Date: June 1, 2003 

Purpose 

This manual provides guidance and outlines uniform procedures for administering and 
developing projects involving bridges. This revision updates terminology related to Unified 
Transportation Program (UTP) categories, clarifies approach-roadway eligibility 
requirements for HBRRP, expands structure design criteria to include Load and Resistance 
Factor Design (LRFD) recommendations, expands and clarifies preliminary layout 
requirements, and corrects minor editorial errors. 

Instructions 

Revisions are distributed online only. This 2003-1 version supersedes the 2002-1 version. 

Contents 

The manual contains six chapters – Organizational Overview; Bridge Programming and 
Funding; Advanced Planning; Preliminary Design Features; Preliminary Layout Approval 
Process; and Plans, Specifications and Estimates (PS&E) Review.  

Contact 

For more information regarding any chapter or section in this manual, please contact the 
Project Development Section of the Bridge Division. 

 



Manual Notice 2002-1 

To: Districts, Divisions and Offices 

From: Mary Lou Ralls, P.E. 
 State Bridge Engineer

Manual: Bridge Project Development Manual 

Effective Date: April 3, 2002 

Purpose 

This manual provides guidance and outlines uniform procedures for administering and 
developing projects involving bridges. This revision clarifies discussion of curbs on bridges 
and makes editorial adjustments that include correction of minor errors and addition of 
hyperlinks to recently published TxDOT online manuals. 

Instructions 

Revisions are distributed online only. This 2002-1 version supersedes the 2001-1 version. 

Contents 

The manual contains six chapters – Organizational Overview; Bridge Programming and 
Funding; Advanced Planning; Preliminary Design Features; Preliminary Layout Approval 
Process; and Plans, Specifications and Estimates (PS&E) Review.  

Contact 

For more information regarding any chapter or section in this manual, please contact the 
Project Development Section of the Bridge Division. 

 



Manual Notice 2001-1 

To: Districts, Divisions and Offices 

From: Kirby W. Pickett, P.E. 
 Deputy Executive Director

Manual: Bridge Project Development Manual 

Effective Date: October 1, 2001 

Purpose 

This manual will provide guidance and outline uniform procedures for administering and 
developing projects involving bridges. 

Instructions 

This manual replaces the Bridge Division Operations and Procedures Manual. 

Contents 

The manual contains six chapters – Organizational Overview; Bridge Programming and 
Funding; Advanced Planning; Preliminary Design Features; Preliminary Layout Approval 
Process; and Plans, Specifications and Estimates (PS&E) Review. It also contains an 
example of a condition survey, and utility attachment exhibits. 

Contact 

For more information regarding any chapter or section in this manual, please contact the 
Project Development section of the Bridge Division. 
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