Permission: Right Of Entry for Environmental Surveys 

THE UNDERSIGNED, being the (owner/renter) of certain real estate, _________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

which may be affected by the transportation project shown in Figure 1 attached, understanding that the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), in compliance with federal and state laws requiring the determination of the potential existence of:




_____  WETLANDS




_____  THREATENED OR ENDANGERED PLANTS AND ANIMALS




_____  ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES




_____  HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES




_____  GEOLOGIC FEATURES


along the project route, and the mitigation of any adverse effect that the transportation project will have on any protected natural or cultural resource DOES/DO hereby grant permission for Texas Department of Transportation personnel to enter the real estate described above and conduct the necessary surveys to determine whether any protected natural or cultural resource exist along the project route as follows:


Texas Department of Transportation personnel will conduct an on-the-ground survey of the project area to identify wetland areas, the presence of threatened or endangered plants and animals or their habitat, surface-to-shallow evidence of archeological sites, historic buildings and structures and geologic features.  In some instances, TxDOT personnel may be accompanied by staff from other state or federal agencies in order to expedite environmental review.

FOR WETLANDS:  TxDOT personnel will also conduct limited shovel testing to determine soil characteristics of a suspected wetland area, consisting of the removal of a plug of soil approximately 18 inches deep and 12 inches in diameter, which will be replaced after inspection.  Depending on what is determined, the results of the survey may be sent to the United States Army Corps of Engineers, as well as other state and federal agencies, in order to obtain the proper permit authority under the Federal Clean Water Act.

FOR THREATENED OR ENDANGERED PLANTS AND ANIMALS:  TxDOT biologists will conduct walking surveys to determine if the property has either an individual threatened or endangered species or the habitat to support a threatened or endangered species.  If the survey results are negative, no further action is required.  If an individual or the habitat of a threatened species is found, the information will be coordinated with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service according to the Endangered Species Act, as well as the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.

FOR ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES:  TxDOT archeologists will also conduct shovel tests to locate buried cultural deposits.  These shovel tests will be approximately 18 inches in diameter and may extend to a depth of about 3 feet.  The soil removed from these shovel tests will be screened on-site to locate cultural evidence, then the holes will be back filled.  If archeological sites are located, all materials recovered from the fill of shovel tests, as well as some surface artifacts, may be collected for further study.  These artifacts will be stored in an official state repository upon completion of the studies and survey results will be provided to the Texas Historical Commission as required by state and federal law.  Locations of archeological sites will be recorded and documented; however, these records are not open to the general public.  If additional research is required to determine the significance of any archeological sites within the project area, such research will be part of a separate agreement at a later date.

FOR HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES:  TxDOT personnel will conduct a survey of the project area to determine the existence of any buildings or structures that may be historically significant for their architecture or their association with local, state or national history.  Historic buildings or structures may be houses, barns, agricultural buildings, silos, tanks, bridges, cattle guards or any other form of construction.  The survey will consist of the inspection and photography of the exterior of structures within or adjacent to the project route, although in rare instances, with permission, photography of interior features of a building or structure may also be necessary.  Survey results will be provided to the Texas Historical Commission as required by state and federal law.  If additional research is required to determine the historical significance of any building or structure, such research will be part of a separate agreement.

FOR GEOLOGIC FEATURES:  TxDOT personnel will conduct a survey of the project area to determine the existence of any significant recharge features.  After the survey, the information obtained from the survey will be compiled into a report called a Water Pollution Abatement Plan (WPAP).  The WPAP will be submitted to the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission for review and approval as required by state law.

ACCEPTANCE OF ENTRY TO PROPERTY

I, ______________________________, understanding the nature and extent of the survey and shovel testing necessary to determine the existence of natural and cultural resources protected by federal and state laws, do hereby grant permission to Texas Department of Transportation personnel to enter the real estate described in this document to conduct the requested surveys and testing.  FOR ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES:  I further grant permission for Texas Department of Transportation personnel to collect archeological artifacts as necessary and for research only as described above.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:

SIGNATORY:


________________________________


Signature


________________________________


Printed Name


________________________________


Address


________________________________


Telephone Number


________________________________


Date


With your permission, we would like to schedule the surveys for _____________________.  If this time is not convenient, please contact the person listed below to arrange for an alternate time.  You, or your representative, are cordially invited to accompany the surveyors.  If you have any questions, or require additional information, please contact:

_________________________________

_________________________________Office  ______________________________ Telephone
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